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Report on Coleford Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Stakeholder 
workshop event 

30th September 2013 
 
Date and time of event: 30th September 2013 from 7 – 9pm 
Location: Coleford Baptist Church, Coleford  
Promotion of event: This was planned as an initial workshop to begin cascading information about 
the NDP therefore organisations were invited by letter/email to send a representative. Connectors/ 
leaders were also invited.  
Attendees:  names supplied- town clerk retains attendance list 
Apologies:  
 

Aims of the stakeholder workshop event: 
 To involve representatives of key stakeholder organisations 

 To enthuse people about the NDP 

 To inform attendees about the process To capture initial thoughts from the different groups 
represented on vision and challenges (initial barometer- more public consultation to take 
place during the process) 

 To clarify role of steering group + identify membership (including relationship between 
steering group and town council 

 To encourage people to volunteer to help 

 To organise the first meeting of the steering group 
 

Programme for the workshop event 
6:30 Doors open (Sign in. Quiz. Refreshments available)  

 Static display information: 
What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan?  
Facts about the parished area of Coleford – from 2011 census 

 Map of parished area- (people to mark it to show where they come from 

 Prompt ‘boards’  questions - on tables around rooms  
o Challenges - What aspects/issues may hinder Coleford parish’s development?  
o Pluses - What aspects/issues benefit Coleford parish’s development?   
o Wish List  - What changes/ improvements would you like to see in the parish?  
o Coleford’s Future - What are the main challenges facing Coleford today?  
o Coleford Parish Map - Please stick a pin in where you live in the parish  
o Coleford’s Future - Put a tick by the issues you think are a priority for the parish 

(Drainage & sewerage, Youth facilities, Sport & leisure facilities, Transport links, 
Regeneration, Housing, Tourism, History & Heritage, Environment, Employment, 
Health issues, Education facilities, Other (please specify) 

7:00 Welcome from The Mayor + housekeeping 

7:05 Presentation – Neighbourhood Development Plan- by Elin Tattersall GRCC 
Presentation focus: Purpose of neighbourhood planning, the process involved in 
undertaking the NDP and constraints which must be considered. 

7:20 Activities –aims is to focus on issues and challenges for the next 20 years plus focus on 
the strengths of the area and draw together what kind of place they would like Coleford 
to be. 
NB – this is an initial stakeholder event to begin the thinking process. Future events and 
activities will allow the whole community to contribute. 

7:50 Report back and bring together points made (Elin to facilitate) 
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8:15 Introduction to steering group roles 
Use list of organisations to prompt discussion about steering group membership and to 
form the steering group.   

8:45 Next steps and finish 

 

Outputs from the workshop event 
Activity1:  
Each group took one of the prompt board topics which had been displayed between 6:30 and 7pm 
and added comments. They then reported back to the whole group, providing the summary below:  
 

Strengths/ Colefords’ pluses - Summary 

 Diversity of types of employment – 
skills 

 Rural area  

 Heritage (Artists and musical talent in 
the community) 

 Centre 

 Facilities – refurbished golf 
course/hotel  

 Fire/Ambulance centres 

 GP 

 Local attractions – potential for tourism 

 High percentage of professionals (could 
offer apprenticeships and training) 

 Involvement 
Shops selling local food and crafts 

Weaknesses/challenges facing Coleford today 
- Summary 

 People leaving our town centre and 
going to other towns 
(work/leisure/shopping). 68% of people 
travel outside the area for work 

 Flooding 

 Sewerage 

 Tourist industry needs underpinning 

 Empty shops (21 currently), 
number/proportion of charity shops 
and take-aways  

 Anti-social behaviour 

 Lack of local employment – 
opportunities 

 

Opportunities/ ‘Wish list’/Changes people 
would like to see Summary 

 Communities and facilities 
o Skate park 
o Facilities for children 
o Police station 
o Band stand 
o New home St. John’s Church – 

community space 

 Tourism 
o Blue plaque 
o Town crier 
o Tump  
o Coach park 
o Information centre 

 Transport 
o Community transport 
o Bus times – links 

 Environment 
o Sewerage and drainage 
o Creating a safe feeling 
o Litter 

 Employment 
o Job creation 

Threats/Challenges that may hinder - 
Summary 

 Sewerage/surface water problem 

 Perceived threat from large 
supermarkets 

 Parking charges 

 Loss of GSK as main employer 

 Loss of RFDC as significant employer 

 Loss of NHS services (Coleford House) 

 Lack of job/career opportunities for 
young 

 Delay in fast broadband provision 

 Inadequate mobile phone reception 

 Inadequate infrastructure to support 
existing homes and potential future 
building 
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o Youth opportunities 

 Health 
o NHS Doctors and Dentists 

 Business and trade 
o Covered market 
o Free parking 
o Thriving economy 
o Local trader support 
o Diverse shops 
o National chains 

 Housing 
o Condition of rental 
o Type and location 

(See below for additional flip chart board points by individual groups) 
 

Activity 2 
In your groups and taking into consideration the points made to date, make a list highlighting ‘what 
kind of place should Coleford be (20 year time span)?’ (Vision) 
 
Report back to whole group - Summary of points raised regarding vision (flip chart contents) 
 
What kind of place should Coleford be in 20 years’ time?  

 Diverse, inclusive community. Recognises people’s contributions 

 Green, open, clean, safe, welcoming environment 

 A thriving retail town centre (relates to encouraging visitors and shoppers. Suggestion of 
pedestrianisation) 

 Youth participation 

 Encouraging tourism – a tourist destination in its own right (Attracting down in to the town 
from other tourist attractions) 

 Buoyant local economy, with money staying in the local economy 

 Encouraging artistic talent for both wellbeing and tourism 

 Making Coleford not just a ‘9 – 5 centre (to combat anti social behaviour) 
 

Activity 3 

Whole group discussion- Best practice for Neighbourhood Development Plans is for a steering group 

to be set up with representation of different groups and interests in the community. List the groups 

and how they may be approached to see if they would be interested in sitting on the steering group 

(or a focus/theme group). 

A template Terms of Reference/ Principles for steering group was also distributed – to be formalised 

by the steering group in its first meeting (town council clerk to convene).  

Steering Group  
Membership suggestions (whole group discussion- flip chart summary (verbatim) 

 Town council – 

 CA Partnership –  

 Youth forum/young carers –  

 Churches –  

 Senior group –  

 Major employers e.g. GSK, SPP, RFDC –  
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 British Legion  

 FODDC –  

 HOOF  

 Tenants’ Association –  

 Student from College. Coleford resident –  

 Recreation ground – 

 Education – e.g. governors –  

 Local traders (alternative trades) –  

 Health/mental health/disabilities –  

 WDP council. FANs  

 Residents (open invitation to be made for steering group/ theme groups)- one name 
provided on the evening- supplied to town council.  

 
 

PROMPT BOARD RESPONSES (on display at beginning of event 6:30 – 7pm:  

Coleford’s Priorities for the Future 
Activity- put a tick by the issues you think are a priority for the parish or add your own with a ‘post 
it’) 

 Drainage & sewerage – 7 

 Flooding – 3 

 Youth facilities – 5 

 Sport & leisure facilities – 6 

 Transport – 5 

 Regeneration – 6 

 Housing – 0 

 Tourism – 9 

 History and heritage – 6 

 Environment – 4 

 Employment – 8 

 Health issues – 5 

 Education – 4 

 Arts & culture – 7 
 
Prompt board and individual group responses 
Flip chart and post it notes (verbatim) (These were reported back and formed the summary under 
Activity 1) 
 
Strengths (Coleford’s Future : Pluses – what aspects/ issues may benefit Coleford’s Parish’s 
development) – Static prompt board –comments added at beginning of evening 

 Dynamic and hard-working town council 

 Centre for forest tourism 

 People of Coleford are skilled and passionate but need focus 

 Sense of belonging and cultural heritage 

 Tourism centre 
o Campsites 
o Transport links 
o Cycle trails 

 Town centre is unique but needs activity more often 

 We have a cultural edge (and great local young musicians). This should be nurtured as 
Coleford is the district’s centre and needs to develop income streams and a cultural edge 
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 Town does have a distinct centre and boundaries (not like London suburbs or Bristol) 

 Historic market town – should be a draw for tourists 

 We are rural – More investment in local food and non-food production jobs, to replace lost 
industries. This will also support tourists who love local food and crafts 

 A future plan for employment 
 
Strengths (Coleford’s Future : Pluses - what aspects/ issues may benefit Coleford’s Parish’s 
development) – Group A 

 Diversity – agriculture, light industry, tourism, educational facilities 

 Heritage – distinct heritage 
o Civil War 
o Industrial history 
o Clock tower 

 Music – arena for entertainment - Coleford centre 

 Forest holidays – access to walking, cycling, rock climbing etc. 

 Local market 

 Puzzlewood – film location 

 Golf courses 

 ‘The Main Place’ 

 Local food and crafts (Heritage Centre) 
 
Strengths (Coleford’s Future : Pluses - what aspects/ issues may benefit Coleford’s Parish’s 
development) – Group A 

 Historic centre 
o Wonderful recreation ground 
o Independent shops 
o Local food 
o Cinema with popular/cultural events 

 2 Golf courses/1 major bank/1 sub. Hotel, Bells, empty buildings available for 
accommodation, court building, fire station, district council offices 

 Excellent youth facilities ripe for developing a proper youth service  

 library which could be opened more regularly 

 High % of professionals (potential for more apprenticeships and ‘in-business’ training, e.g. 
forest commission or accountancy) 

 A will for more public elections (none for a decade) 

 Basics for an incredible tourist centre, e.g. Designated Conservation area and buildings eg. as 
Lawnston House/Angel Inn that could be YHA or self-catering 

 Local food, tourism, 3 attractions, recreation ground, 2 golf courses, hotel police hub will be 
Coleford Fire Station, ambulance 

 
Weaknesses/Coleford’s future: what are the main challenges facing Coleford today? 

 Coach park for tourists 

 Car parking charges (x2) 

 Managing drunks on Friday, Saturday 

 Sustaining rural tourism and growing lengths of stay and increasing spending 

 Flooding 

 Nothing to attract tourists (shops etc.) 

 Lack of job/career opportunities 

 Few facilities to draw in tourists and visitors 

 Engaging residents in their own future 
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 Lack of facilities  
o Coach parking 
o Tourist information 

 Empty shops 

 Resources for elderly 

 Central government support 

 Flooding/sewerage 

 Car park 

 Tourism – coach parks 

 Shops 

 Employment 

 Anti-social (behaviour) 
 
Opportunities/ Coleford’s future:– what changes/improvements would you like to see in Coleford 
parish? Group D 

 Band stand 

 Encourage a fully inclusive community 

 Communities and facilities 
o Buchanan Recreation Ground facilities for all 
o Police station to provide facilities for community 

 New home for St. John’s Church congregation 

 Community hub in St. John’s Church 

 Speak up for Coleford, Forest a community-run radio station 

 Improved community facilities 

 Tourism – blue plaques for ‘notables’ 

 Town crier 

 Develop tump with some heritage displays 

 Facilities for tourists 
o Coach park 
o Tourist information 
o Attractions 

 Information for tourists and local people 

 Cooperation between neighbouring NDP groups 

 Free rural/town high speed broadband 

 Development of community transport, robust and reliable enough to render cars inefficient 
and unnecessary 

 Transport – links and at more frequent buses at peak times and other transport links 

 Employment creation – business park 

 More investment in creating opportunities employment etc 

 Litter bins 

 Improved sewage and drainage system 

 Safe feeling in community 

 Health – Doctor’s (2) and NHS dentist 

 Covered Market Area 

 Free parking 

 More supermarkets (x2) 

 Local trader support 

 More diverse shopping – national chains? 

 More local (less outsourcing) trades and supplies (including retail) 

 High quality tea shop 
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 Housing – better repair of rented property in town centre 

 Protection from overdevelopment as a dormitory town 

 Communities to be asked to decide type and location of housing developments 

 Regular farmers’ market for Coleford town centre 

 Coordinated ‘tourism offer’ for the area (work together rather than compete) 
 
Threats/Coleford’s future: challenges – what aspects/issues may hinder Coleford parish’s 
development 

 All sewage from surrounding areas goes through Coleford, Staunton-Berryhill etc. 

 A strategic 100-year vision 

 Loss of GSK/loss of NHS provision 

 Unimaginative, pre-conceived planning and development agendas 

 Internet retail 

 Parking charges 

 Democracy in Buchanan Trust 

 Inertia 

 Multi-national supermarkets (that take money out of the town) 

 Lack of job/career opportunities 

 Changes in disposable income 
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C) RESULTS 

 

1. Age group 

 

 There were similar proportions of people in the 25 and under, 46-65 and 65+ categories but fewer in the 26-

45 age range. 

 

 
 

2. Live, work or visiting 

 

 Nearly 60% of respondents live in Coleford, while just over a third were visiting.   

 N.B. 8 respondents ticked two options rather than one (e.g. live and work) so the numbers add to more than 

100%. 
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4d: How can we maintain and improve sport/leisure facilities throughout the parish? 
 

13 people made suggestions, see summary below (one person per item).  Two people referred to their answers to 
4c. 
 

 Bowling centre 

 Reinstate bowling green 

 Closer to Coleford town (e.g. Buchanan recreation ground) 

 Support the move to turn some of the Buchanan Park land into wild flower meadow 

 Environmental study/leisure area 

 Keep open/green spaces 

 Cycling/swimming/athletics/skateboarding 

 Rent out bicycles 

 Improve Bells Field facilities 

 Informal walking groups 

 More council support for local rugby and football teams 

 Organise leisure and cultural events in the Park Café 

 Out of town large gym 

 Keep Five Acres open 

 Update them 
 

4e: How accessible are the various parts of Coleford Parish for you? Can you easily get to schools and colleges? 
 

 Yes/Easy/OK   16*   (yes by car; good bus from Milkwall; but would like bus to Mitcheldean for work) 

 No         2   (because of traffic) 

 Mixed        2   (schools/colleges OK but not some of outlying villages; sometimes but traffic is bad) 
 

*One wrote: “Good for me. Awful for people with mobility issues. Pavements by Bank Street development are 
dangerous.  Crossing Staunton Road a hazard.” 
 

4f: Do you want more footpaths, cycle tracks and pavements, and if so where? 
 

 Yes         8  (anywhere/everywhere; by roads; Speech House Road; Skate park to Bells Field; through old  
            community centre grounds more and clearer in forest, pedestrianise town centre) 

 No        10   
 

(Two people also asked for existing ones to be maintained e.g. repair dangerous pavements and one said “Widen 
pavement by Forestry/Building”.) 
 

4g: How can access be improved, and where? 
 

11 people made suggestions, see summary below: 
 

 Free parking (2) (e.g. for local residents) 

 Places to park 

 More accessible paths to CCG 

 More accessible roads to Charcoal Grill 

 Early and later buses to and from Monmouth for work and college 

 Minibuses to St Briavels, Clearwell, Parkend etc. 

 Pedestrianise town centre 

 Marked pedestrian route across Co-op car park 

 Crossing by Raymond’s Stores 

 Lollypop lady 

 Improve access for disabled 

 Clear signposts 

 Issues surrounding proposed access to Marshes site 

 Resurface all roads 
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Consultation on Neighbourhood Development Plan draft policies from CAP Business Clubs 

May/June 2016 

Context: Marilyn Cox revisited the Monday, Tuesday, Thursday clubs and presented an 

update, focusing on the sites allocations and policies in the draft June 16 during the 

consultation period (May 3, June 6, June 16. The clubs include business people who live in 

Coleford, work in Coleford, use Coleford as a service centre, and some who do not. Total 

attendees 33. Also attended Coleford Business Association June 17 (approx. 25 Coleford 

Traders present) 

Feedback 

 Supermarkets and siting: a strong emphasis was placed on the need to balance out 

the power of supermarkets to attract footfall and revitalise town centres, but also to 

divert shoppers  to their stores exclusively. This comment was particularly made with 

reference to existing Marshes site (paused in development, but with planning 

permission) and the Tufthorn Aldi application recently submitted for the second 

time. Example of Dursley was cited where an in-town Sainsbury had boosted the 

town with sufficient free parking time available such that their customers also 

popped into other shops/services nearby. It was also noted that monies were 

contributed through this toward the library and other uses in town. On the other 

hand, Stroud and Gloucester Quays were mentioned as the opposite example where 

the town was suffering from out-of-town supermarkets/developments. Size of store 

and their parking requirements were also commented on, noting the main car park 

in Coleford is charged for (20p for 2 hours etc). Also that some new developments 

were not filled, vacant units do not revitalise 

 Importance of staying visitors: questions were asked about “low cost visitor 

accommodation”, its nature and position. YHA was considered positively, but parking 

queried by Kings Head.  

 Events to attract visitors: need to increase footfall 

 Heritage/Ecological/walking/cycle trails: suggested local 

schools/groups/organisations would benefit from extended trails focusing on 

Coleford but out into wider area for charity walks, adventure, fitness 

 New attraction and site: discussion ensued around exact form and businesses 

involved in artisan centre. Needs solid partnership/organisation to run and put into 

place, but would keep people here longer. How would space be allocated and to 

whom? Marketing? Parking? St Johns mentioned but no consensus. 
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Theme groups1-5 notes 16& 30.4.15, 7-9 Main place  Coleford NDP  

use shopping survey (re Tesco) and retail 
survey(FODDC) 

Need to maintain local services, especially corner 
shop 

Walks start at specific shop eg butcher to sustain 
busness/service 

Assess need to upgrade Milkwall and other 
village hall premises:  

 

 

 

2. Green Environment and surrounding communities 

 

Should the Green ring around Coleford be conserved, and preserve the separate identities of the surrounding 

communities? 

 

 How/who/where/actions 

Look at green spaces to protect – linked maybe to 
walkways 
Allocate village greens more spaces adopted as 
protected land 

Keep all green spaces (existing) 
keep green spaces beyond boundary – example 
Prosper Lane. 
Create links (cycleways and paths to link settlements) 
Forest waste to be made into village greens.  
Lawnstone House – green area; green area by Railway 
Museum kept green.  
Long term plan for Marshes including landscape 
gardens, crafts farm shop etc.  
Clearing of spaces; planting of wild flowers; reclaim 
verges……… grass cutting costs could be reduced.   

Look at possibilities for the Marshes 
Donate Marshes as a Green space for the community 
‘Bath Park’ 

Make better flowering opportunities – verges, 
benches, open spaces; hedgerows of wild flower 
planting (like roadways into Gloucester & 
Monmouth) 
Local businesses to sponsor verges, tidy up their land 
of casual litter 

Keep forest ‘waste’ areas, green ring and keep village 
community 

Keep separate identities of villages 
Information stops & plaques (like dark hill) 
incorporating health walks 

Dealt with essential for future generations.  
Annual competition ? 
Yes: more info: Main Place walks – heritage sites; local 
trails.   
Leaflets/maps (tourist information centre)  
ask Co-op if they would have an information point 

Keep low vegetation near to tracks to keep boar 
hidden in the depths 
Push the positive aspect of Boar? Helps regenerate 
and plant seeds 
Fear of the boar can put off walkers/visitors? More 
education to alleviate? 
 

 

How can we enhance and increase the green areas in Coleford Parish? 

 How/who/where/actions 

Where are brownfield sites? Developers/owners 
sitting on for no good reason? Compulsory purchase 
to be used;  
 
Stop the ‘build a bypass and then build on it’ 
mentality 

Identify all brownfield sites;  other sites  
Status of Kingsmeade area to north of existing warden 
care hosted site. 
Talk to landowners ………..  
Lobby for limited x time before construction carried 
out or permission rescinded on sites with pp.   
Assess and manage alternative lorry routes. 
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Further possibilities for the site might be in conjunction with the Coop to enable them to 

have a larger store and therefore offer a wider range of goods and services. Other stores 

such as Lidl are looking for stores of 20,000.00 – 30,000.00 square feet in preference to 

smaller sites, but they do not totally rule out smaller sites. Increasing the size of the space at 

The Marshes would be possible with the inclusion of the house next door as above. 

Alternative retail uses – not supermarket- could be developed on site, but it is likely to take 

some time and effort to attract such. That may mean the site is effectively left for an 

estimated 2-4 years. It may be that the appearance of the site from the outside eg Lords Hill 

could be improved, but it must remain safe. 

3. Housing Three key points: 

a.  In favour of smaller groups of housing developments, in general, not hundreds at 

once.  

b. Build to address local need 

c. Work with others eg Housing Associations to include a local criteria when allocating 

affordable houses 

 

4. Site 5 Lawnstone House and Green Spaces : could be green space included there, as would 

give more green for the town centre, and allow view opened up since demolition. 

 

5. Transport, Infrastructure and Accessibility Transport infrastructure affects the viability of 

Coleford as the road network will put off many manufacturing companies wishing to 

relocate, and therefore potentially the town could miss out on increased employment. 

 

The storm and foul sewerage systems need to be improved. Money was actually allocated 

for these schemes by Welsh Water and work was due to start a few years ago, but at a 

meeting Mr Bath attended with Welsh Water and the Forest of Dean District Council’s 

Planning Officers, Welsh Water stated that the expenditure did not justify the gain. The 

Forest of Dean District Council’s Planning Officers accepted this decision and after thirty 

years of being promised an improved drainage system, Coleford ended up with minor works 

being carried out and the money that had actually been allocated for Coleford spent 

elsewhere. 







Quest 
Ref POLICY

Agree + 
amend 
nos

Agree + 
amend 

%

nos 
disagre
e

Amen
d Nos Amend.  Disagree in red Blank

#1 
CTC

Draft Policy CTC1 
Enhancing the 

Public Realm of 
Coleford Town 

Centre 119 85.00% 0 4%

CTC1: Add to landscaping, planting, etc. provision of a town garden for 
use by residnets and tourists. Suggest Lawnstone House site or Marshes 
if it is left undeveloped for much longer. 11% 100.00%
CTC1: Any covered area around clock tower would spoil present 
ambience
CTC1: I would be in favur of public art, to prevent the town falling into 
graffiti style, from an artistic perspective. 
CTC1: Shop fronts agree. Provision of public art - depends on what it is 
(no children's murals) and whetehr it clutters the central space making 
it less useful for events. Covered areas and seating. I appreciate that 
encouraging a sense of community is good but would this, in reality, 
lead to anti-social activity. Signage fine.
CTC1: There are no places to rest in Coleford no covered space to sit 
and stare. 

#1 
CTC

Draft Policy CTC2 
Supporting Town 

Centre Retail 
Provision 112 80.00% 0 9%

CTC2: Add Bring a chemist back into centre premises and restore town 
centre toilet facilities. 12% 101.14%
CTC2: Amend to " Independent shops and services to counter balance 
supermarkets, or preserve good mix of inpendent and supermarkets to 
be maintain".
CTC2: Every effort should be made to retain retail. The encouragement 
of mixed offices/residential will further diminish th town retail 
attraction. 
CTC2: Free parking is  a must to encourage shoppers. Taxi rank needed 
to stop taxis using much needed parking spots. Traffic wardens 
discourage visitors to town centre. Why do we need two bus stops? One 
would do. Something must be done with Pyart's Court, it is so dismal 
and unattractive. 
CTC2: Majority of this proposal is OK, however there are quite a few 
shops in Coleford. However at present we have four chairty shops, 3 or 
4 Estate agents and five hairdressers. It would be good to have more 
variety and possibly a second bank in th town centre. 
CTC2: Map 3 missing. 
CTC2: Marshes as base for retail not viab;e. Use as car park to replace 
car space previously lost. 
CTC2: More retail shops, loads of empty shops not being used. 
CTC2: Several units are already office use and this should also be 
supported as employment opportunities. 
CTC2: The town needs free parking again and the removal of traffic 
wardens to encourage people to shop etc. 
CTC2: To include a chemist
CTC2: We have 24 places to eat or buy food i.e. Takeaways, sandwich 
bars, pubs, chsops, restaurants, fish & chip shops. Also need fewer 
charity shops. 
CTC2: Welcome these proposals - multiuse one-stop shop services for 
advice + help - with lots of agencies sharing.
CTC2: With particular infrastructure for a regualr market town should 
go 'all out' to get a busy market going - like the French do - which 
brings lots of footfall regularly.

#1 
CTC

Draft Policy CTC5 
Promoting and 

Supporting Tourism 
in Coleford Town 

Centre 114 81.00% 0 5% CTC5: Amend to include promotion of links to the film industry. 16% 101.00%
CTC5: Great idea - could also bring in trade through tourism which in 
term should benefit local business. 
CTC5: Green space
CTC5: I question the viability of a craft/artisan centre and museum. 
The Dean Heritage Centre finds it difficult to survive. This sounds very 
similar. It might actually have  negative effect on DHC. 
CTC5: The best place for the Artisan Centre would be the Guardian 
Office, especially if a museum was located in Coleford House. 
CTC5: Town garden (Lawnstone House ) to respond to respond to Tesco 
survey comments stating that there was nowhere to go in Coleford. 
CTC5: Very important museum would be ideal. More events in town 
centre would like to see a psychic fayre, alternative Hollrstfc (?) etc 
and an art centre / communicy centre/ night classes. Outdoor market

#3 CE

Draft Policy CE1 
Supporting Tourism 

Development 112 80.00% 0 8%
CE1 & CE2: Include links to adventure activities e.g. mountain biking at 
Cannop. 12% 100.00%
CE1: Again! Coleford needs a relaxing green space near town facilities. 
(Lawnstone House, Marshes) 
CE1: Anything that enhances tourism facilties can only be welcomed - 
this needs to be coupled with appropriate facilities incuding public 
conveniences etc.  Adequate banking and a variety of retail outlets. 
CE1: Be aware of over development of tourist facilities. The very 
factors that visitiors come to this area to seek could be destroyed by 
the flood of people. Ref other top tourist attractions. 
CE1: d) No more camp sites (there are plenty already). 
CE1: Free parking for all. 
CE1: Must include a more attractive historical inside to St Johns. 
CE1: No low cost tourist accommodation

CE1: shops variety. Free car park. Not enough fast food and charity 
shops. 
CE1: there needs to be more cycle pathsbecause cyclists are using our 
hamlet for speeding in a dangerous way.
CE1: Tourism Info Office is good., but in the wrong place - should be in 
town centre
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CC1: National Health Dentist Chiropodist (visiting the centre) just to 
cut old people's toenails.   Visiting banks - one day a week or so.  Buses 
to places to that people want to go. Aldi or Lidl. 
CC1: Greater emphasis on community facilities - keeping them 
maintained and looking good - this may include additional security and 
policing of these areas - could some of this be done by volunteers e.g. 
neighbouring watch? Volunteer street wardens? 
CC1: Must exclude St Johns Church and any other historic building

#5 CC

Draft Policy CC2 
Promoting 

Enhancement and 
Improvement of 

Existing 
Community 
Facilities 109 77.86% 0 7% CC2: All will depend on funding - where from? 16% 100.00%

CC2: I feel that St Johns church cannot be used for worship. Because in 
the past it will get left to a handful of worshipers to keep it going. It 
would be better to build a new church to suit the pople who worship in 
the town. 
CC2: Include pedestrian access.
CC2: Isn't this up to West Dean Parish?
CC2: Not agree with saving St Johns church. It is beyond repair and the 
site could do more Christian good for affordable housing. 
CC2: Not Five Acress - as outside NDP area. More can then be focused in 
area
CC2: Once again welcome - particularly development + enhancement 
theatre facilities.
CC2: Promote creation, if possible, of community theatre/arts space in 
Coleford. The Forest Theatre at Five Acres is too expensive for local 
drama group to be able to use. Found in the Forest Theatre won th 
National Theatre Connections Youth competition last year and yet they 
cannot afford to rehearse in the Forest Theatre, how sad! What is 
happening to Five Acres site anyway? future uncertain. 
CC2: Remove St John's Church from the list, it should become a place 
for new homes. 
CC2: St Johns church. As a regular worshipping member of its 
congregation abd as a contining worshipping member, I am very 
concerned that an increasing number of people believe that our 
dwindling worshipping numbers can continue to pay for it's quota, 
maintenance and huge costs required at present for restoration of 
structure costs and updating. Further comments on th same theme on 
original sheet. 

#5 CC

Draft Policy CC3 
Local Shops and 

Services 111 80.00% 6%

CC3: Housing development restricted to small developments of 5 - 6 
houses of affordable housing for local people. Concerned at number of 
proposed falst - where will cars be parked. 15% 100.00%
CC3: Improve run down buildings, from the new TIC one can see the 
Kings Head - looking up Glos Rd it looks a national disgrace, something 
needs to be done to tidy these premises. We need different shops, we 
urgently need somewhere to purchase ladies, gents and childrens 
clothing. Could be the reason why residents have to go outside Coleford 
to shop. 
CC3: Landlords need to repair and enhance their own properties and 
new developments i.e. site if Lawnstone House need to embrace new 
design and technology to enhance the gateway and add appeal to 
Coleford. Viability is a very complex issue and it is evident that 
Coleford is not viable. Market town unless shopkeepers, landlords and 
residents embrace the idea of being sustainable.This means that 
market research and fashion needs to keep up with individual and 
cultural change and any change needs to be timely, of good quality and 
reliable. So being stoic and not chnaging window displays and letting 
the weeds grow in the pavement need to be reconsidered. Have some 
pride please. 
CC3: Might benefit from yexy that supports 'destination' type shopping 
experiences. 
CC3: More gift, clothes, gift shops,. Sculptures on town centre and 
bowlng club open  it? 
CC3: Resite charity shops to Pyarts Court. Resite traditional shops to 
town centre.
CC3: There was a perfectly good white goods / electrical shop opposite 
the Coop until they closed down because some girl from the Council 
went in and said that they would have pay an extra £18,000 pa for use 
of the use of the 1st floor = £36,000 pa. Naturally they could not afford 
this, especially in a town like Coleford. The shop has been empty ever 
since - approx 3/4 years meaning the Council has lost £72,000 pa for 
one floor £144,000 for the two. Perhaps someone in authority could 
reverse that decision with someone being able to pay £18,000 - this 
sum, to me, seems horrendous and there is no way I would contemplate 
opening a business having to pay that amount as well as all the other 
expenses. 
CC3: To support local shops and services there is a need to have 
adequate free parking convenient to the shops and services.

#5 CC

Draft Policy CC4 
Local Green Spaces 
and Recreational 

Facilities 105 75% 0 6%

CC4: Suggest that this is extend , if poss, not only to protect but 
enhance. E.g. Coalway Rec would benefit from play equipment for 
older children. 18% 99.00%
CC4: More sports facilities i.e. swimming and ten pin bowling
CC4: Add Lawnstone House site to be protected. 
CC4: some locals around some of these recreation grounds try to rule 
over the children like in Tufthorn the little recreation ground should be 
open to everyone around that local area, not just the people living 
there.
CC4: As I have said before hand with all the houses and flats being built 
no much choice (sic) to shop in Coleford and Cinderford has more going 
for them 
CC4: 2. No longer a need…should include local consultation beyond 
Parish Council. 
CC4: Would the money allocated for Bells Field not be better used to 
improve the Buchanan Recreation. 
CC4: Ensure provision of youth activities are included e.g. skate park
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#5 CC

Draft Policy CC5 
Surrounding 
Settlement 108 77.14% 2 3%

CC5:& CNE3: If not already planned would be helpful to include a plan 
of all green infrastructure within the NDP. 20% 100.00%
CC5:(d) use appropriate building style and materials. Change to novel 
material usage and zero carbon emission construction techniques to be 
actively encouraged. 
CC5: I do not believe it necessary to make a clear distinction between 
Coleford and surrounding settlements.
CC5: I do not believe it necessary to make a clear distinction between 
Coleford and surrounding settlements.

#6 
CHE

Draft Policy CHE1 
Protecting and 

Enhancing Local 
Character 115 82.00% 1 4%

CHE1 & CHE2: It would be helpful if these policies were supported by a 
published character assessment and local listings register. 15% 101.00%
CHE1/CHE2/CNE1/ No comments 0.00%
CHE1: Innovative contemporary designs? Some recent development scan 
be arguably TOWN IN COUNTRYSIDE e.g ref: 3 storey houses in Milend. 
Few new developments anywhere are like tradition; ' Forest' homes. 
CHE1: Limit the number of contemporary design buildings. 
CHE1: Protect the insdie and outside of St Johns to keep the character 
of the conservation area. It is nothing without it. 
CHE1: This is an opportunity to reduce carbon footprints and build for 
the future in a high spec , innovative way, not reproduce 'poor housing' 
or ad hoc 'in fills', I would like to see some quick builds that use 'kits' 
and  'integral kits' that make all the first fit and some second fit 
elements within the kit structure. Put fundementally, in and build 
quickly to a very high spec. Local materials could be incorporated into 
the landscape and curtilage.  

#6 
CHE

Draft Policy CHE2 
Protecting Heritage 

Assets 111 79.29% 0 4%

CHE2 & CTIA1: To be aware of the impact of this green ring being 
threatened by quarry development encroaching it's borders - also actual 
disturbance through our town and high streets due to continual quarry 
lorry manoeuvres day and night. 17% 100.00%
CHE2: …include to and from ...
CHE2: Additional protection for other other egs of heritage e.g. Chas 
Colour Works (see the Foresters Forest waste provided ??)
CHE2: More information about the area's industrial background 
surrounding Coleford area. Including iron and steel, tool steel etc. 
CHE2: These 'assets' are poorly maintained and managed and need 
significant 'sales pitch' to engage existing residents and visitors. 
Landlords, landowners have let many become derelict and I would 
suggest they are a poor legany of the indutrial/social heritage. In some 
instances better to record and then demolish and bukld over them. 
SS14 mentions the Newland St Viaduct. The factory started using huge 
cutting and sawing apparatus and collects sawdust into bags to make 
biquettes. OK, but the noise is vile as it vibrates and it affects the 
context of the bridge and associated cottages. Just one example of too 
little, too late. How will the NDP manage this and other examples of 
'protecting heritage assets'?

#7 
CNE

Draft Policy CNE1 
Protecting and 

Enhancing Local 
Landscape 112 80.00% 6%

CNE1, 2 & 3: 'should aim to' is not forceful enough. Would a developer 
not be able to run rings around it? I would replace the phrase with 
'must' . Concessions can always be granted afterwards. 14% 100.00%
CNE1: "…such as use of 'green roofs' and (insert) S.U.D.S…"   .  
Somewhere - protect habitat, flora and fauna and drinking water.   
Encourage use in development of energy saving methods of build and 
design, including the use of 'green' infrastrcyture of produdign energy.     
This could be more in line with the Access questions from this 
consultation. 
CNE1: Add etxtra point to list of things new development should aim to 
minimise additonal carbon emissions form new development sthrough 
energy efficient design and renewable energy. 
CNE1: Bells Recreation field and Memorial Garden is a place for 
reflection, but it is next to the skate park, MUGA (?)  and parking. I 
suggest it's moved to right of the entrance to Bells Place so its next to 
the community wildlife garden. This way the two (wildlfie garden and 
memorial garden) merge into one quiet space.
CNE1: Preserve and manage correctly some grassland and not just 
woodland/trees. See CNE3 comment. New housing to have emphasis on 
eco-features, water saving, solar panels etc. 
CNE1: Protect and enhance gateways to Coleford. Ensure (put pressure 
on) landowners confrom to local policies and do not detract from the 
local landscape. Protect the green space of Parkside where residents 
hold annual fete against further Two Rivers development. 
CNE1: Protect green spaces and heritage. 
CNE1: Question whether 2 has actually be done to date with respect to 
Coleford area. (not town centre). Again innovative architecture. 
Remember the area's heritage.
CNE1: TPOs, used to conserve features NOT managed. Schedule of TPOs 
are out of date AND hazards are not addressed (see 5 Angel Field) Weed 
control is abandoned! See Bowens Hill for example. 

#7 
CNE

Draft Policy CNE2 
Green Ring 116 82.86% 0 5%

CNE2: Dark Hill foundary is a magnificant castle of a structure. 
Dramatic and atmospheric it needs signposting from Coleford and 
Gorsty Knoll. 12% 100.00%
CNE2: emphasise green space strategy in own right by separate policy
CNE2: If we are to protect a "green ring", why is there a proposed 
development at Poolway? This is wet ground, similar to Thurston Rise. 
Planners were made aware of the water problem here, but took no 
notice. 
CNE2: Promote areas for small scale food growing? Orchard, community 
farm?
CNE2: The development at Ellwood Rd would break the green ring. 
CNE2: The Green Ring should not be protected at the cost of not being 
able to provide other things required by the vision
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5.	La'Hse 5.	Not	retail	with	flats 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Ensure	significant	public	space	element	within	proposal	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Leave	as	an	open	space	(with	seats	and	planting) 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	YHA 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	space	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Modern	well	designed	church	would	be	good	here.	It	would	have	space	for	car	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	retain	with	housing	above	but	insist	in	parking	for	shops	and	hosues 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Would	be	a	nice	green	area	in	Coleford 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Flats	above	retail 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	space	seats	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	YHA 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Sounds	good	-	maybe	if	the	worshippers	at	St	Johns	are	sufficient	to	afford	smaller	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Yes	to	green	space,	somewhere	to	sit	+	a	tree	-	flowers 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	No	retail	with	flats.	Having	open	space	has	created	a	beautiful	gateway.	Enough	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Suitable	for	green	breathing	space 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Tourist	info	centre 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Delete	'retail	with	flats	above,	small	church	if	needed.'	And	low	cost	tourism	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	space	with	artisan	cenrte.	Health	facilities. 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Lawnstone	House	site	was	choice	of	site	fopr	church	replacement	Parish	church.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	One	large	supermarket	needed.	Green	space	etc	on	other	site.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Turn	into	a	sensory	garden	&	seating	area,	maybe	a	small	pond.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Prefer	green	space	and	toutrist	attraction 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	breathing	&	space	sounds	great.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Not	a	site	for	a	msall	church.	Should	be	for	an	artisan	centre.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retain	some	green	space,	seating	around	buildings	for	public	use.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	A	green	breathing	sapce	(attraction) 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Develop	into	green	space 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Plenty	of	empty	shops	already	-	open	green	space	please.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Excellent	site	of	new	church.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Good	site	for	a	new	church 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	breathing	space.	Even	in	present	state	has	opened	up	town 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	definitely 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	We	need	to	look	more	for	residents	than	visitors 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	with	flats	above.	Not	use	for	church. 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Height	of	building	could	match	previous	building 1

5.	La'Hse
5	Retail?	Think	again	-	BHS,	Austin	Reed,	Woolworths!	Keep	flats	&	houses	in	
residential	areas.	Preferred	use	-	alternative	site	for	St	Johns	-	a	new	church	building	to	 1

5.	La'Hse 5.	One	large	supermarket	needed.	Green	space	etc	on	other	site.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Turn	into	a	sensory	garden	&	seating	area,	maybe	a	small	pond.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Prefer	green	space	and	toutrist	attraction 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	breathing	&	space	sounds	great.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Not	a	site	for	a	msall	church.	Should	be	for	an	artisan	centre.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retain	some	green	space,	seating	around	buildings	for	public	use.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	A	green	breathing	sapce	(attraction) 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Develop	into	green	space 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Plenty	of	empty	shops	already	-	open	green	space	please.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Excellent	site	of	new	church.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Good	site	for	a	new	church 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Green	breathing	space.	Even	in	present	state	has	opened	up	town 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	definitely 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	We	need	to	look	more	for	residents	than	visitors 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	with	flats	above.	Not	use	for	church. 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Height	of	building	could	match	previous	building 1

5.	La'Hse
5	Retail?	Think	again	-	BHS,	Austin	Reed,	Woolworths!	Keep	flats	&	houses	in	
residential	areas.	Preferred	use	-	alternative	site	for	St	Johns	-	a	new	church	building	to	 1

5.	La'Hse 5.	Currently	an	attractive	view	across	to	St	Johns.	Would	be	nice	to	keep	this.	 1

5.	La'Hse
5.	Absurd	to	put	extra	retail	here	with	so	mnay	shops.	Also	why	falts	when	the	Bank	
development	is	half	empty?	Town	garden	is	seriously	needed	to	enhance	tourism	and	 1

5.	La'Hse 5.	No	new	church.	Don't	need	another	one 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Flats 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	with	flats	above.	We	have	a	beautiful	historic	chutch	which	needs	to	be	kept.	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Not	church	use	-	impractical	for	-	weddings	anf	funerals	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Small	church 1

5.	La'Hse
5:	Do	not	consider	that	Coleford	needs	any	more	retail	units	as	there	are	already	retail	
units	empty.	A	green	space,	garden	area,	tourist	centre	or	museum	to	encourage	 1

5.	La'Hse 5.	Small	church 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	I	don't	think	this	is	a	suitable	site	for	flats	&	housing.	Tourist	Info	&	artisan	centre	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Artisan	centre	with	green	space	would	be	good 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	Retail	units	with	single	occupancy	flats		and	retail	that	is	flexible.		High	spec	design	 1
5.	La'Hse 5.keep	it	as	a	green	breathing	space 1
5.	La'Hse 5.	green	breathing	space.	 1

TOTAL 35 15 23

Ret res Other
6.	Old	G	Off 107 76% 36.00 6.	retail	and	nothing	else 1
6.	Old	G	Off 6.	Retail	centre	(shops)	would	be	good.	 1
6.	Old	G	Off 6.	Not	sure	there	is	capacity	for	another	artisan	centre	/	museum 1
6.	Old	G	Off 6.	Low	cost	visitors	accommodation 1
6.	Old	G	Off 6.	Homeless	unit 1
6.	Old	G	Off 6.	Low	cost	visitors	accommodation 1

6.	Old	Guardian	Office	Options:	Retail;	artisan	centre;	local	museum;	low	cost	visitors’	accommodation.	
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