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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 22nd February 2011, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin (Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr  D Atherley




Mr  C Elsmore




Mr  C Howell




Mr  P Kay




Mrs H Lusty





Mrs J Morgan




Mr  M Weston

Also present:

PC Julie Evans, Gloucestershire Constabulary




District Councillor Mrs G Bensted




District Councillor D Riley




Mr Clive Bath




Mr Dan Bramwell




Mr Stephen Nash




Mr Mark Gunter




Mrs Marilyn Cox




Mr John Osborne

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Bath informed Members of the proposal for a supermarket to be built at The Marshes site in Coleford.  He confirmed that Pyart Court would not be knocked down, some of the retailers would be repositioned within Pyart Court.

The pre plans were not agreed at present but once in place there will be a public exhibition.

Mr Osborne reported his concern that he had noticed what appeared to be a bullet hole in the window of a public house in Coleford

PC Evans agreed to look into this matter.

The Public Forum closed at 7.20pm

220. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Drury, Phelps and County Councillor Hale.
221. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Howell declared a personal interest in Item 231.

222. MINUTES OF RECENT MEETINGS

It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25 January 2011 be approved and signed by the Mayor.


Proposed:
Cllr Howell


Seconded:
Cllr Kay

223. MATTERS ARISING

Cllr Allaway-Martin informed the meeting that the District Council is looking into ways of keeping the Youth Centre running.

224.
POLICE REPORT
PC Evans reported that in the past month there had been a hit and run in Coleford which had been caught on CCTV. A male was viewed on CCTV dealing drugs in St Johns Street, arrested and his house search where a quantity of drugs and weapons was discovered and seized. A male had been passing around fake £20 notes to local shops, he was arrested and is currently on Police Bail.

Youths on bikes were again causing problems in the town centre, it was agreed to put this item on the agenda of the next Public Safety Committee meeting for further discussion and PC Evans be invited to attend.

PC Evans reported that following concerns regarding shoplifting an Early Warning System could be introduced and agreed to look into this and report back to the Clerk.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Business Association regarding this matter.

225.
PAULA BURROWS, TOURISM OFFICER, FODDC
The Clerk reported that Mrs Burrows had unfortunately had to cancel her meeting with the Council.

It was agreed to write to Mrs Burrows expressing the Council’s disappointment that she had been unable to attend the meeting and to rearrange another meeting.

226.
DEMONSTRATION IN LONDON – 26 MARCH 2011
Members voted against hiring a bus/coach to attend this event.  It was agreed that anyone wishing to attend this demonstration could seek further information via the FBU or UNISON websites. (www.fbu.org.uk - www.unison.org.uk )

227.
BLOOR HOMES PLANNING APPLICATION

It was agreed to invite Mr Steve McPherson from Bloor Homes to a Planning Committee meeting in March 2011.

District Council Riley informed the meeting that plans were available regarding the proposed sewer works.  He also informed Members that there would be a Public Meeting on Thursday 17th March 2011 between 4.00pm and 6.30pm at the Baptist Church in Newland Street to discuss the proposed development of the site.

228.
FOREST OF DEAN STAKEHOLDER EVENT
The Clerk reported that this consultation had now been abandoned by the government so a Council representative regarding the future of the public forest estate in England was now no longer needed.

229.
COPLEY DRIVE
After discussion it was proposed that the Council accept the offer of £6,500.00 for the sale of the right of access across the green space in Copley Drive.


Proposed:
Cllr Elsmore


Seconded:
Cllr Lusty

The proposal was accepted unanimously in favour of the sale of access.

Mr Nash informed the Council that the planning application would be submitted immediately and agreed to contact the Clerk with further details in the very near future.

230.
ADOPTION OF TELEPHONE BOX AT WHITECLIFF
The Clerk reported that she had received information back from BT regarding the adoption of the telephone box at Whitecliff.

BT has agreed that they will repair the broken glass but would not be arranging to reset the box, they believe that the kiosk is solid in the ground and not considered to be dangerous.

Tests for mobile signal at this box showed that Vodafone UK, 02 – UK, and T-Mobile UK had available mobile signals.

The call usage for the last 2 years showed there had been no chargeable calls, 19 free calls and no emergency calls.

The Council unanimously agreed to adopt the telephone box.

It was suggested that the future use of kiosk could be opened up to a public competition.

It was agreed that the Clerk write to residents in Whitecliff informing them that the Town Council were adopting the telephone box.

231. COLEFORD PARISH PLAN

Mrs Cox requested that the Town Council work with the Coleford Partnership and GMTF to review and update the Coleford Parish Plan.

It was suggested that the plan be put out to the community for feedback.

It was agreed to support in principle and build a timescale from May 2011 with the new Town Council Members, Coleford Partnership, GMTF and GRCC.

Mrs Cox suggested introducing any new Councillors interested to the Parish Plan.

The Clerk thanked Mrs Cox for attending the meeting and for all her help with the recent Emergency Planning event.

232.
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU CUTS
The Clerk gave a report on the CAB’s fight against the proposed cuts to its service grant from the Forest of Dean District Council.

The Council were unanimously in favour in supporting the CAB.

233.
AMENITIES COMMITTEE

Members noted and agreed the recommendations made by the Amenities Committee at the meeting held on 8th February 2011.

234.
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
Members noted the decisions made by the Highways Committee at the meeting held on 9th February 2011.
235.
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members noted the decisions made by the Planning Committee at the meetings held on 25th January and 8th February 2011.
236.
MEMBERS REPORTS
The Mayor gave feedback from a meeting she had attended with Mr Clive Bath regarding the proposed planning application to build a supermarket at The Marshes, Coleford.

It was agreed to wait until all information is gathered and to call a meeting with Mr Clive Bath and Mr Dan Bramwell for further discussion.

The Mayor reported that she had attended a public meeting with Mark Harper MP regarding the sale of the forestry.

The Mayor gave feedback on a recent meeting she had attended with Inspector Richard Boyles, Superintendent Phil Haynes and the Mayors’ of Cinderford and Lydney.

On the 19th February the Mayor attended the Emergency Planning event in the morning and the Sealed Knot event in the afternoon.

Cllr Howell reported that he had attended the Emergency Planning event on the 19th February.

Cllr Elsmore reported that he had attended an Area Partnership meeting and the Emergency Planning event.

Cllr Lusty reported that she had attended a School Governors meeting, the Emergency Planning event and the Sealed Knot event.

Cllr Kay reported that he had attended the Emergency Planning event.

Cllr Weston reported his concerns on the dangerous condition of the track from the entrance of the Buchanan Recreation Ground to the Bowls Club.

The Clerk reported that this was an ongoing problem.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Bowls Club and the Buchanan Recreation Ground Committee offering help to resolve this matter.

The Clerk reported that the Bowmen of the Deans’ new container had been delivered to the KGV, unfortunately due to the wet weather conditions the container was not yet in the right position.  The container will be positioned correctly once the ground conditions had improved.

237. REPORTS FROM DISTICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that she had attended a Community Scrutiny meeting and a Planning Development meeting at the District Council.

Cllr Bensted reported that she had asked for several concerns to be returned to Committee for further discussions regarding the Angel Farm planning application.

Cllr Riley reported that the proposed new town centre sewer plans were now available, he handed a copy of the plan to the Clerk.

Cllr Riley informed the Council that a road closure was in place in Newland Street to access the culvert from 28th March to 2nd May 2011 and reiterated that a public meeting has been arranged for Thursday 17 March 2011 at Coleford Baptist Church.

238.
CORRESPONDENCE
Members noted the items of correspondence received during February 2011.

239.
PAYMENTS
The payments due during the month of February 2011 were noted and agreed.

240.
PETTY CASH PAYMENTS

The petty cash payments made during the month of February 2011 were noted and agreed.

241.
MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES
The monthly budget figures for February 2011 were noted and agreed.

242.
BANK RECEIPTS
The bank receipts for January 2011 were noted.

243.
BANK RECONCILIATION
The bank reconciliation for January 2011 was noted.

The meeting closed at 8.33pm.
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