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At a special Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 15 March 2011, there were present: 

Cllrs 


Allaway-Martin, Elsmore, Howell, Kay, Lusty, Merrikin & Morgan




Cllr Drury arrived 6.35pm

County Councillor 
T Hale

District Councillor 
M Edey

PCSO 

J Mansfield




Mr C Bath




Mr D Bramwell




Heather & Andrew Smith, Smith Pet & Garden




C Ballard & G Newman, Zig Zags




O Adams, The Forester

271. Apologies were received from Cllrs Atherley, Phelps & Weston

272. There were no declarations of interest

273. Mr Bath and Mr Bramwell delivered a presentation on the proposed planning application for a new Tesco supermarket on the Marshes site in Coleford.

Briefings and consultations were taking place.  A meeting organised by The Coleford Business Association had taken place earlier in the day.  A full community consultation was being arranged 

Mr Bath informed the meeting that the proposal was to build a 10,000 sq ft supermarket, which would be roughly the same size as the existing Co-op food store, on the land between The Co-op and Pyart Court.  The entrance would be via Pyart Court.  There would be two lanes coming out and one lane going in to the proposed site.  An estimated 84 free car parking spaces would be provided for.  If car parking charges are introduced by the District Council, the car parking at the site would remain free for up to 2 hours.

Pyart Court will be remaining although there would be some alterations, the laundrette together with three units from the south side of the court would be demolished.  The laundrette and three other units will be re-built on the far side of Pyart Court.

A recent survey, conducted by Mr & Mrs Bath, indicated that, on average, shoppers were paying 20% more on their everyday purchases.

Since the recent press coverage regarding the proposed development Mr Bath had received 5 enquiries regarding leasing empty units in Pyart Court.

The Mayor expressed concern regarding the future of the existing Tesco Express shop in Coleford and, in particular, what would happen to the Post Office if this shop were closed.

Mr Bramwell explained that the Tesco Express would eventually close and that it would be a commercial decision for the Post Office to make on whether or not they would remain in the town.

Mr Bath reported that if the Post Office did decide to stay there would be units available for them in Coleford.

Cllr Howell asked about the possible loss of car parking spaces whilst construction was taking place.

Mr Bath reported that all materials would be kept on site and that, if the planning application was granted, local contractors only would be used.  There is no contamination on the site and no reports of reptiles on the site.  Spoil removal from the site would cause no traffic problems within the town, mud spilt on roads would be immediately cleaned.

Mr Bath reported that profits made would be put back into the Coleford community.

Cllr Drury expressed his concern regarding delivery lorries.

Mr Bramwell explained that this was a condition of planning and that all deliveries would be made early in the morning approximately between 7-8am and 10pm in the evening.

Cllr Elsmore raised concerns regarding the foul sewerage and water run off.

Mr Bramwell informed the meeting that any concerns regarding this will be brought to their attention once the planning application had been submitted and would be looked into at that time. Water run off would be by a controlled water out-flow. 

Other issues raised included opening hours of the store, budget prices, employment, eco friendly building, and timescale of building.

The store would be open from approximately 7-8am until 8-10pm, there would be a pricing policy including budget prices.  Some 50-60 full and part time jobs would be created for local people.  These would be advertised through the Job Centre.   Wherever possible the building will be eco-friendly and include rain-water harvesting and natural lighting.  If planning application is approved work would commence immediately with 6-9 month window until completion.

The Clerk raised the question of Section 106 payments and that there had been talk within the town that Tesco had purchased The Globe Public House in Berry Hill.

Mr Bramwell explained that the procedure for Section 106 payments had been tightened up and explained that Tesco make a lot of community contributions.  He was unaware of any purchase of The Globe but agreed to make enquiry and report back.

County Cllr Hale asked for feedback from the meeting earlier in the day with the local traders.

Mr Bramwell reported that they would be working together with local traders.  The meeting was split 50/50, the main concerns coming from the local greengrocer and florist.  It was hoped that there would be an increase of 30% trade in the town.

The Mayor asked for a copy of the drawings used in the presentation.  Mr Bramwell agreed that once the drawings were completed a copy would be made available to the Council.

District Cllr Edey and traders from Pyart Court expressed concerns regarding loss of trade and car parking spaces.  The timing of the recent traders’ meeting was considered to be too short in notice for a lot of traders to attend.

Mr Bramwell explained that the meeting had been organised by The Coleford Business Association.  A public consultation will be arranged and will be advertised.

Mr Bath explained that car parking spaces in Pyart Court would still be free for up to 2 hrs and that traders would be issued with a parking permit.

The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.20pm
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