[image: image1]
[image: image2.jpg]




At a special meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 11 March 2011, there were present: 

Cllr 
Merrikin, Weston, Elsmore, Atherley Lusty & Morgan  


District Cllrs Hale & Bensted
Mr Steve MacPherson & Mr Gary Owens 

Bloor Homes 
268. Apologies were received from Cllrs Phelps, Kay, Allaway- Martin
District Cllr Riley 

269. Declarations of personal interests were received from Cllr Merrikin, Weston & Morgan  
270. To make comment on the planning applications  ) P0167/10/DISCON 
Land at Angel Farm Hampshire Gardens Coleford Discharge of Conditions of planning permission P1229/07/FUL allowed on appeal (13) foul and surface water drainage (17) site investigation (18) site investigation (22) temporary car parking (24) phasing programme of highway works (27) vehicle wheel cleaning/washing facilities (28) upgrade existing traffic signals (30) right turning holding lane (31) traffic claming scheme (34) renewable energy source
Condition 32 provision of Fire Hydrants 

Mr Steve MacPherson 
Bloor Homes 

Explained that they had taken over the development form Persimmon with permission obtained at appeal. They were aware of the background situation and the sensitivity of the issues concerning drainage & sewerage. 

Foul Water system 

Bloor were unhappy with the foul water plans presented at the Inquiry by Persimmon and felt that they were ad hoc solution produced to placate the Inspector. Therefore they developed a solution proposed with Welsh Water, Forest of Dean District Council and the environment agency to be more robust and accountable. 

Proposal 

That a monitoring system be installed at Newland treatment works plus a deeper sewerage pit. A legal contractual agreement with Welsh Water that it all works are to be funded by Bloor but installed by Welsh Water prior to any property being occupied. This would ensure that the Environment Agency was able to monitor precisely the quality of out put from the plant and the number of spillages. This would give them the EA statutory enforcement powers should they be needed.

Council response 

Councillors overwhelmingly were sceptical about Welsh Water doing as requested and felt that they had reneged on many other agreements. There was great concern that Welsh Water would renege on this and the developer would seek to have the condition removed after all the properties were built

There was concern that the connections into the sewer would be a T junction causing problems. Bloor confirmed that this was not the case and spiral entry would be used.

Concern was expressed that the increased flow would raise the chance of more flooding

Bloor conformed that the connection would be below the problems of the town centre at orchard Cottage and that the increased flow was small about the equivalent of the water run off from an average semi detached house. 

Surface Water 

Bloor confirmed that all surface water would be collected and stored in holding tanks/ crates, underground i.e. there would be 5 large soakaways. This would enable the water to seep away gradually. This would eliminate the current problem of water run off down Cinder Hill and into the town centre. Bloor stressed that this was a tried and tested solution which was installed on many sites 

Council Response

Concern was expressed over the maintenance of the crates. Bloor confirmed that the maintenance would be part of the road management taken on GCC for which they would be making a 106 payment. 

Concern was expressed over the possibility of this system causing land slip. Bloor confirmed that they had carried out much more extensive investigation and that the soakaway figures were could. The system was designed to meet  the type of storm due every hundred years.  

Bloor stressed that it was within their interests to have a robust system so that they could get their scheme through Housing Regulations, and obtain a 10 year warranty from NHBC. 

Traffic calming 

Bloor explained that speed cushions would be installed in Hampshire Gardens to control the traffic once the principal had been accepted the plans would got out to consultation with the residents. 

Concern was expressed that more housing would be built on the site. Bloor confirmed that they had no aspirations for any other development on this site.

Concern was expressed over the possible damage to the private sewer in Hampshire Gardens.

Bloor confirmed that if any damage was caused they would meet the cost of repairs. Plus steps would be taken to protect the sewer.

Concern was expressed over the connecting cycle way between Cinder Hill & the development. Bloor confirmed that this had been agreed by the FoDDC but they had not yet received a letter of discharge.   

Comment to Forest of Dean District Council 

Condition 13 

Coleford Town Council objects to the removal of this condition as it has a policy against increased flow into Newland Street sewer. However the Council feel that the proposed system for managing foul water is more robust and sustainable than the holding tanks plus the telemetric device proposed by Persimmon

The Council would request a condition is made that no building works commence until Welsh Water have completed the works at Newland Street Treatment Plant.

Condition (30) (31) 

Coleford Town Council object to the removal of this condition until a contractual agreement has been drawn up with the residents of Hampshire gardens regarding the protection and possible reinstatement of the private sewer.
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