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Highways Committee 

Wednesday 16 June 2010 – 11.15am
Minutes

Attendees
Cllrs Atherley, Kay, Howell and Phelps


Cllr Elsmore arrived 11.20am


Mr Brian Watkins, GCC Highways 


Mr Doug Smith, GCC Highways

1.
Cllr Phelps was elected Chair.

2.
There were no apologies received.
3.
There were no declarations of interest.

4.
To make recommendations that the Highways Committee should be granted delegated authority and Standing Orders be amended 


Recommendation: That the Highways Committee has delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of the Council except where an issue is considered to be contentious where it will be referred to Full Council
5.
To discuss and make recommendations regarding blocked drains in the Coleford Parish.


Cllr Howell asked what is meant by drain cleaning?  Who does it?  Is it checked? And when was it last done?


DS reported that a contractor is called in to lift and clean drains of all debris, any blockages are recorded and reported back to Highways.


DS reported that Coleford town centre drains were cleared last Sunday morning.


DS agreed to supply the Committee with the dates that drains were cleaned.

 
Cllr Howell supplied DS with a list of blocked drains from Prosper Lane to Lords Hill.


Blocked drains to be included on the agenda for the next Highways Committee meeting for an update

6.
To discuss and make recommendations regarding increasing disabled car parking spaces in the town centre 


BW agreed to look into the possibility of an additional disabled car parking space in Market Place and also St John Street

7.
To discuss and make recommendations regarding the ‘Coleford’ sign in Newland Street 


DS reported that the sign was now ready and waiting to be erected by the crew.  Unfortunately all crews are out repairing pot holes at present.

8.
To discuss and make recommendations regarding large articulated trucks parking overnight at Crucible Close, Coleford


An email had been received from the Operations Director at SPP Pumps Ltd asking for advice regarding the increasing number of large articulated trucks parking overnight outside their main gates in Crucible Close causing potential traffic hazards for SPP drivers forced to swing round the trucks blindly into oncoming traffic.


BW reported that there are no double yellow lines or restrictions on Crucible Close and requested that more information be sought regarding the vehicles parking there i.e. was it a one off or is it happening on a regular basis.


Once further information is gathered it was agreed to place this item on the agenda for further discussion at the next Highways Committee meeting.  

BW suggested the possibility of placing double yellow lines to prevent parking on the corner.


It was also suggested that the PCSO’s/Police monitor the area.

9.
To discuss and make recommendations about the installation of dropped kerbs on new developments in the parish 


CE asked when Highways acknowledge planning applications for access of new developments the insertion of dropped kerbs are also included.


This was noted by BW

10.
Report from County Highways

· Update - Bells Close, Coleford – condition of the road and pavements.  

BW supplied the Deputy Clerk with a copy of the letter received by residents of Bells Place and a copy of the letter Highways sent in return.  

Proposals have been put forward to resurface Bells Place, unfortunately there is no timescale as all schemes proposed are subject to a priority assessment process.  

Any major defects within this road will be repaired as soon as practicable.

· Winter Maintenance

BW reported that there is a lack of plough operators in the area and asked if the Committee would think about and suggest anyone they know living locally, who owns a tractor, who would be prepared to take on this role.  

Highways will be running a plough operators training programme in September/October for any one interested.

· Highways are also looking for labourers during the Winter months for snow clearing etc.

· DS reported that the weeds in the town centre had been sprayed recently.

· DS reported that Highways will not be purchasing any new grit/salt bins.  Damaged bins will be replaced.  

BW reported the possibility of yellow grit bags being supplied in the future.  

It was agreed that this item be put on the agenda for discussion at the next Highways Committee meeting once the audit and relocation of salt/grit bins had been completed by Coleford Town Council.

It was reported that Cannop Hill and Fetter Hill were the two worst areas for catching vehicles out during bad weather conditions which is why they have been allocated more salt/grit bins.

· DS reported Palmers Flat to the Lambsquay junction is scheduled for resurfacing which will include a part road closure.

Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 11 August 2010 

The meeting closed at 11.50am
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