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Burial Committee

Tuesday 21 June 2011 
Minutes
Attendees: 
C Elsmore, P Kay & J Morgan



S Merrikin also attended



C Allaway-Martin arrived at 6.40pm


1. Cllr Kay was elected Chair.
2. There were no apologies
3. There were no declarations of interest
4. To look at the burial database work currently being entered by Nigel Elliott

Nigel gave an excellent presentation on the huge task he had taken on with entering the burial records onto database.  Sections A to H were now all on database and Nigel reported that he is currently entering the purchase of exclusive right of burial ownership onto the database.
The Mayor and Councillors were extremely impressed with the amount of work achieved and praised Nigel for all his hard work in achieving this mammoth task.
5. To discuss and make recommendations regarding charges for 2011/12

Including discussion of charging for plaques/benches/memorial trees

Members discussed the current charges for cemetery charges and other ways of bringing more income in. 
Recommendation: 
To increase the charges by 5% but round up to a manageable number from 1 August 2011.
To consider charges for 2012-13 in conjunction with budget setting in October.

At this time to introduce charges for bronze plaques – including kerb stone bronze plaques, memorial trees and memorial benches.
Costings for these new areas to be researched by the Deputy Clerk 
6. To discuss the arrangements for commencing head stone testing of Section E

Recommendation: 
Cllrs C Elsmore and P Kay to commence headstone testing in September 2011.  Contact Chris Howell to meet before 17 July for training in head stone testing and to ask if he would be happy to assist with recording of the testing.  
To issue a Press Release prior to the commencing of the testing.
To test a minimum of 100 headstones
7. To discuss the tree surgery needed to 3 trees in Coleford Cemetery

The Deputy Clerk reported that following a recent inspection of the cemetery trees 3 had been identified as needing attention.  One tree was reported as being unsafe and 2 need monitoring.
Recommendation: That the unsafe tree is removed as soon as possible and that the other two trees are removed before winter arrives.
The meeting closed at 7.10pm
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