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Amenities Committee

Tuesday 19 July 2011 

Minutes
Attendees: Cllrs C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Merrikin & J Morgan


         Cllr C Morgan also attended
1. Apologies were received from Cllrs Drury & Kay

2. There were no declarations of interest 

3. To discuss the Coleford Football Club renovations at KGV Recreation Ground

The Clerk gave a report on a letter she had received from Coleford United FC requesting permission to upgrade the pavilion with no cost to the Council.  The areas covered would be the decorating of changing rooms, replace current benches in changing rooms, removal of damp plaster and replacing with plastic cladding, renovation of referees changing room and toilet which is currently very damp and to decorate the main room and provide carpet.

Other issues raised were the gents toilets and the replacement of some floodlight bulbs.
The Bowmen of the Dean has also approached the Council to ask permission to repaint the outside of the pavilion free of charge.

Recommendations:
The Council grant permission for Coleford United FC to carry out the work to the changing rooms and main room.

To agree to allow the football club to use the King George V pavilion and playing field free of charge for the season 2011-2012

The Council make arrangements for the repair of the roof to prevent anymore rain water damaging the gents toilets and the replacement of the floodlight bulbs.
The Council grant permission for the Bowmen of the Dean to repaint the outside of the building and to look at reducing their rent for 2012-2013

To make it clear to all users of the pavilion and playing field that this is a ‘no alcohol permitted’ area.

4. To agree on the response to the GMTF Welcome bid 

The Clerk distributed a Forest Welcome Programme to the Committee and briefly explained the GMTF Welcome Bid.  The programmes objectives are mainly support for businesses, enhancing the appearance of the town centres and to develop innovative schemes to market the Forest.
Both GMTF and Coleford Town Council are submitting a bid to the RDPE.
Recommendation:

To agree to support the GMTF bid
5. To decide on the actions to be taken to resolve the issue at Milkwall play area 

The Clerk reported the current issues taking place at Milkwall play area.
One of the residents of Milkwall had recently planted some trees along the fence of their property on the play area side to prevent footballs being kicked on their fence.

There was a large bare patch on the grass in the play area which was causing children to move further towards residents fencing to play.

The Clerk reported that she had placed a bid to purchase 70 m² of artificial turf at £5 per m².  The cost for the turf to be laid would be approx. £800.00, this would include lifting the old turf, placing 15cm of sand, laying the pitch on top and the removal of an old tree stump and roots.
The planting in the corner of the play area was planted by the Town Council some years ago to deter children from playing ball games.  This area is looking very messy and the defensive planting is causing problems for the contractor when trying to remove nettles and weeds.  The planting is also encroaching onto the play area.

It was also reported that cars were being parked on the green.

Recommendations:

It was recommended that the Council look into planting some fruit trees along the fence line but stressed that no more leylandi be planted.

The artificial turf be laid as soon as possible and the pitch marked.

The defensive planting in the corner be removed and, if needed, fruit trees be planted in the future.
Wooden stakes be placed onto the perimeter of the play area to prevent cars parking on the grass.

6. To make recommendation for the production of a fortnightly / monthly events notice

Cllr E Elsmore suggested that the Council have local events in tray, any information gathered could then be put together as a monthly events notice for tourists.

Recommendation:

To display a notice in the town centre notice board asking local residents to bring any forthcoming events information into the Town Council offices.

Cllr Elsmore to collate the information on a monthly basis which could then be displayed in the town centre notice board.
7. To make recommendation to supply temporary skate ramps.
The Clerk gave a report on a recent meeting she had with PC Duncan Sleeman he had mentioned that the District Council had some skate ramps for hire unfortunately to hire these ramps would be too costly.
Mr Jono Bowdler from the District Council had suggested that the Town Council contact M-Tech.  The Clerk reported that M-Tech would be prepared to make some galvanised ramps for approx. £1,000.00 which could be used through out the school holidays and be available for hiring out to other organisations.
Recommendations:

That a meeting with the Amenities Committee, M-Tech and the skate boarders and BMX bikers to determine what sort of ramps would be preferable.
The Town Council agree to the making up of these ramps
It was also stressed that any inappropriate behaviour from the youths once this is set up would result in the ramps being removed.

The meeting closed at 7.15pm
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